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OPENING REMARKS
MR. CHARLES W. BAAS
Chairman, Committee on Gift Annuities
Why a Conference on Gift Annuities?
1. The Tenth Conference on Gift Annuities has been called for
a variety of reasons. First, according to the Constitution of the Committee on Gift Annuities, a conference must be held at least once
every four years. Your Committee has stretched this article of the
Constitution slightly, as the last Conference was held four years and
two months ago. This meeting was scheduled in December primarily
for the convenience of those attending the Church Pension Conference, which follows on December 3 and 4.
2. The change in interest rates. At the 1955 Conference the
current net rate of interest earned on invested funds by U. S. Life
Insurance companies, before Federal income taxes, was reported as
3.46 percent. This rate has risen to 3.85 percent in 1958 and no
doubt will be even higher when 1959 figures are available. The
rate of income earned on invested gift annuity funds is, of course,
an important factor in determining gift annuity rates. Perhaps the
expert Econom;st on the program this morning will help the delegates
peer into the future with the hope of glimpsing the level of
interest rates.
3. A new study of mortality among gift annuitants has been
prepared. Dr. George A. Huggins, at the request of the Committee,
has prepared a life mortality study similar to the one presented to
the Conference in 1955. This study covers the five-year period,
January 1954 through December 1958. The study is based on the
Standard Annuity Table, female lives only, with a setback of one
year. It is for both male and female annuitants covering 129,075 life
years of exposure and shows an unfavorable mortality rate of 97.26
percent.
The Committee on Gift Annuities is gratified by the response
of the Sponsors to the questionnaire. There were 79 replies. This
fine response has provided valuable data with which to compare actual
mortality experience with the expected mortality according to the
table upon which the current annuity rates are based. A major part
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of California Department of Insurance. I believe these are the only
state insurance departments which attempt to exercise any real degree of control.
In New York State, for example, the insurance laws through the
insurance department dictate such things as: size of annuity reserves,
maximum annuity rates, the segregation of annuity assets and the
type of investment for annuity funds. The subject of state regulation
of annuity funds will be considered as part of tomorrow morning's
program. The conference will be doubly fortunate in having Dr.
Darlington share his experience and also get the benefit of his comments on a paper prepared especially for this Conference by the Chief
Actuary of the New York State Insurance Department, Charles C.
Dubuar.
7. Recent developments in the life income, variable annuity and
related fields. Emphasis on the future possibility of inflation have
placed doubts in the minds of many prospective donors as to the
wisdom of making investments guaranteeing a fixed annual return.
These doubts plus favorable Internal Revenue treatment of capital
gains resulting from the transfer of appreciated property in exchange
for various agreements offering fluctuating life income, has lead many
of the organizations represented here today to embark on some sort
of life income program. As the use of such plans becomes more widespread, their possible effect on the gift annuity is an important subject.
Thus, Dr. Matthies of Wittenberg University, has been invited to
share with the Conference his wide experience in the field of life
income agreements, as well as to report on the results of the life
income agreement questionnaire mailed to the sponsor organizations.
8. Last and certainly not least, a reason for this Conference is
to provide an opportunity for the representatives of sponsoring institutions to ask questions.
This discussion opportunity is four-fold as I see it: first, is the
contact with other delegates during and after the formal Conference
Program; second, the availability of members of the continuing
Committee on Gift Annuities, distinguished by their gold-colored
name tags; third, each speaker is requested to allow at least a few
minutes during or after his presentation for questions by the delegates; fourth, three-quarters of an hour has been allotted near the end
5

"That the previously constituted Committee on Annuities of
the Federal Council of Churches be continued as a separate
committee under the Division of Christian Life and Work of
the National Council of Churches, U.S.A."
At the Ninth Conference on Gift Annuities held in October,
1955 these actions were adopted by the Conference:
"Whereas the Committee on Annuities was originally a subcommittee of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in
America and has been cooperating with the National Council
of Churches of Christ in the United States of America; and
whereas it is the concensus of this Ninth Conference on Gift
Annuities that the Committee on Gift Annuities should be
perpetuated as an independent agency of service to religious,
educational and charitable organizations. . . ."
The succeeding six parts of this seven-part resolution found
in the proceedings of the Ninth Conference on Annuities
called "Wise Public Giving, Series Number 48" outlines the
framework within which the Committee and the Conference
on Gift Annuities is expected to function.
Under this frame of reference, the Committee, now independent,
has a Constitution and By-Laws which were included in the packet
given to you as you came in this morning and which will be published as a part of the Proceedings of this Tenth Conference.
To sum up, the Committee on Gift Annuities, since its inception in 1927, has provided a continuing advisory service in the field
of gift annuities and through conferences on gift annuities has recommended policies believed sound in the use of annuity funds to provide
the maximum income from this source for the issuing organizations
consistent with safety of principal for the annuitant.
Before we start our formal program let me share some statistics
with you. According to the registration cards, we have present 198
official representatives of 150 organizations. These organizations represent at least a total of 59,030 annuity agreements outstanding with
an original principal value of $84,865,155.
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REPORT ON THE MORTALITY
EXPERIENCE STUDIES
DR. GEORGE A. HUGGINS
Consulting Actuary
When an actuary is introduced to another person, the introducer sometimes adds "here is a man who can tell you how long you
are going to live". This remark well may be a jocular tribute to the
actuary and his science but the fact is that no actuary can foretell the
lifetime of an individual. However, speaking statistically, if the individual is a member of a group that is large enough and the conditions
normal, the actuary can obtain a fairly good approximation of the
average number of years of life ahead of the group of which the
individual is a member, such as ten, twelve or fifteen. The average
years of future lifetime are generally referred to as years of life
expectancy. When life expectancy is applied to an individual life,
it should be done with an understanding of what it really means;
namely, the average future years of life of the group of which the
individual is a member even though some members of the group may
live only a very short time and others a comparatively long time.
It does not need an actuary or a statistician to tell us that in the
general population there is a steady trend towards lengthening of life,
but it does take the actuary or the statistician to make studies that aid
us in determining to what extent the lives are being lengthened. When
this problem is related to a particular group of lives, the best solution
lies in having the actuary make periodic studies of the death rate
among the lives included in the group.
When annuity payments are being made to a group of persons,
the trend to lower mortality with correspondingly longer periods of
life expectancy means longer periods of annuity payments with a
resultant increase in the cost of the annuity program. In order to
offset the so-called adverse mortality experience of the annuity organization, certain steps have to be taken to meet the increased financial
load. This means putting up a larger sum (reserve) to provide for
the promised annuity or if the sum available is fixed, then reducing
the amount of the annuity accordingly. Annuitants are very human
people. I well recall, when public school teachers covered in a statewide retirement system were greatly upset when they were told that,
15

during the lifetime of the prime lives, these mortality studies relate
only to the prime lives and to survivor beneficiaries after the death
of the prime life.
In Schedule B, there is shown the distribution by age groups
and sex of the persons entering the annuity rolls during the five-year
period. Here, we see that the accessions are predominantly women
(69.5%). The four age groups (excluding the group age 50 and
under) with the largest numbers of new entrants in order are 71-75;
66-70; 76-80 and 61-65, respectively. The total of these four groups,
5,601, is 61.3% of the 9,133 lives included in the study. It should
be noted that these accessions include the survivor lives, where the
prime lives died during the five-year period ending December 31,
1958, so that there are more lives involved than just those entering
upon a new single life or joint life and survivor annuity.
In Schedule C are shown the uniform gift annuity rates now in
use, Column (A). Shown in Column (B) are the ungraded, tabular
annuity rates based on the 1955 American Annuity Table. In Column
(C) are shown the annuity rates of Column (B) graded in the same
manner as the rates of Column (A). All rates are calculated on the
same formula; namely, a 50% residuum, interest at 3% per annum
with a loading for expenses of 5% of the total gift.
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THROUGH JUNE
30, 1952

356.0
198.5
331.5
439.5
685.0
965.0
1,256.5
1,093.0
504.0
187.0
20.5
5.0
-

6,041.5

Total

266.19%
131.93
27.53
28.41
87.56
122.93
145.02
118.53
139.70
156.84
175.66
74.02
128.17%

1.127
1.516
3.633
7.039
15.989
32.540
61.372
75.930
50.107
25.504
3.985
1.351
-

280.093

7
1
-

359

3
2
1
2
14
40
89
90
70
40

Expected
Life Years
Ratio
Actual Deaths
of
Exposure Deaths(S.A., f-1) A/E

1, 1947

50 and
Under
51- 55
56- 60
61- 65
66- 70
71- 75
76- 80
81- 85
86- 90
91- 95
96-100
101-105
106-

Age
Group

JULY

5
5
21
32
70
122
220
341
272
146
32
3
1,269

29,628.5

38.20%
42.83
99.34
77.25
86.77
91.40
98.37
121.41
114.73
153.04
109.32
238.66
108.56%

13.090
11.674
21.139
41.426
80.673
133.473
223.644
280.858
237.071
95.398
29.271
1.257
1,168.974

Ratio
A/E

31, 1958

82.59%
82.24
181.46
124.54
119.85
113.14
112.34
130.70
118.09
151.83
105.51
226.07
123.14%

1,030.521

Ratio
A/E

6.054
6.080
11.573
25.694
58.404
107.829
195.839
260.897
230.336
96.159
30.329
1.327
-

Expected
Deaths
(A.A., f.)

T_HRouGH DECEMBER

Expected
Deaths
Actual
Deaths (S.A., f-1)

1, 1954

4,258.5
1,560.0
1,928.0
2,593.5
3,462.5
3,968.5
4,584.5
4,030.5
2,402.5
682.0
153.0
5.0
-

Life Years
of
Exposure

JANUARY

MALE LIVES

SCHEDULE A(2)
GIFT ANNUITY MORTALITY STUDY

ts.)
al.

26,718.5 1,264 1,194.905

4.060
6.645
16.478
37.177
83.540
158.059
260.950
304.326
206.093
87.196
23.361
7.020
-

Total

4
5
8
21
54
134
267
341
278
117
32
3
-

1,159.0
874.5
1,496.0
2,311.5
3,587.5
4,672.0
5,366.0
4,384.0
2,092.0
629.0
121.5
25.5
105.78%

98.52%
75.24
48.55
56.49
64.64
84.78
102.32
112.05
134.89
134.18
136.98
42.74
-

Expected
Life Years
Ratio
Actual Deaths
of
Exposure Deaths (S.A., f-1) A/E

50 and
Under
51- 55
56- 60
61- 65
66- 70
71- 75
76- 80
81- 85
86- 90
91- 95
96-100
101-105
106-

Age
Group

JuLY 1, 1947 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1952

129,075.0

10,940.5
5,343.0
8,257.5
12,058.5
16,795.0
19,002.5
21,883.5
19,585.5
10,883.5
3,479.5
732.0
104.0
10.0

Life Years
of
Exposure

5,404

22
26
53
106
267
483
943
1,390
1,260
650
170
34
5,556.031

35.749
40.238
90.861
193.020
391.408
639.078
1,068.883
1,366.013
1,072.166
484.426
142.085
28.030
4.074

Expected
Deaths
Actual
Deaths (S.A., f-1)

97.26%

61.54%
64.62
58.33
54.92
68.22
75.58
88.22
101.76
117.52
134.18
119.65
121.30
-

Ratio
A/E

4,922.683

16.716
20.970
49.770
119.819
283.395
516.284
936.213
1,269.100
1,041.502
488.059
147.388
29.542
3.925

Expected
Deaths
(A.A., f.)

JANUARY 1, 1954 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1958

ALL LIVES

GIFT ANNUITY MORTALITY STUDY

SCHEDULE A(3)

109.78%

131.61%
123.99
106.49
88.47
94.21
93.55
100.72
109.53
120.98
133.18
115.34
115.09
-

Ratio
A/E

SCHEDULE B
GIFT ANNUITY MORTALITY STUDY
ACCESSIONS
JANUARY 1, 1954 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1958

Age
Group

Female
Lives

Male
Lives

Total

50 and under
51-55
56-60
61-65
66-70
71-75
76-80
81-85
86-90
91-95

633
446
559
862
1,105
1,148
894
510
166
23

441
174
200
337
415
435
405
255
111
14

1,074
620
759
1,199
1,520
1,583
1,299
765
277
37

Total

6,346

2,787

9,133
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GIFT ANNUITY MORTALITY STLJDY
LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE DATA WERE INCLUDED IN STUDY
Number of Lives
Deceased
Name of Organization
1-1-54
to
Living
12-31-58
12-31-58
0 American Advent Mission Society, Inc.
13
American Baptist ConventionBoard of Education and Publication
12
34
Foreign Mission Society
125
402
Home Mission Society
263
93
Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board
137
355
Woman's Foreign Mission Society
67
204
Woman's Home Mission Society
61
139
1,493 American Bible Society
9,236
98 American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions
383
61 American Leprosy Missions, Inc.
450
11 American Lutheran Church
94
34 American Sunday-School Union
86
45 American Tract Society, Inc.
177
19 Assemblies of God—General Council
143
7 Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church—Foundation
111
0 Baptist Foundation of South Carolina, Inc.
3
7 Bethel College and Seminary
33
6 Bethesda Hospital and Deaconess Association
12
1 Biblical Seminary in New York
39
43 Christian and Missionary Alliance
191
132 Church of the Brethren—General Brotherhood Board
438
19 Church of God—Board of Church Extension and Home
133
Missions
88 Congregational and Christian Churches, Board of Home
296
Missions
1 Dakota Wesleyan University
5
4 Denison University
40
1 DePauw University
8
19 Disciples of Christ—Pension Fund
89
19 Evangelical Lutheran °lurch—Abiding Memorial
111
Foundation
28 Evangelical and Reformed Church—Board of
115
International Missions
3 Glenmary Missioners
36
4 Goshen College
18
25 Illinois Wesleyan University
74
1 Iowa Methodist Hospital
14
0 Lutheran Old People's Home, Inc.
5
9 Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
44
Animals
4 Methodist Church—
8
Board of Temperance
Conference Claimants' Endowment Board of the
13
29
California Annual Conference
Division of National Missions of the Board of
184
539
Missions
Division of World Missions of the Board of Missions
253
1,042
Methodist Home for Aged
8
16
27

on its outstanding agreements, calculated in accordance with
section two hundred five of this chapter, and a surplus of ten per
centum of such reserve or the amount of one hundred thousand
dollars, whichever is the higher.''

In Section 205, "Valuation of life insurance policies and annuity
contracts", there is included the provision:
Subsection 3. (a) "The minimum standard for the valuation of all such policies
and contracts shall be the commissioners reserve valuation
method defined in paragraph (b), three per cent interest and
the following tables:"
........
(iii) "For annuity and pure endowment contracts, excluding
any disability and accidental death benefits in such
policies, and excluding annuities involving life contingencies provided or available under optional modes
of settlement in life insurance policies or annuity contracts, the 1937 Standard Annuity Mortality Table."
It is our interpretation of the above provisions, that the maximum

annuity rates of New York would be based on the 1937 Standard
Annuity Mortality Table, with interest at 3% per annum, with a
50% residuum, and with no deduction for expenses, such as the
5% expense allowance in the existing uniform rates. It is on this
basis that the "New York Maximum Rates" in the attached exhibit
were calculated.
If a mortality table other than the 1937 Standard Annuity Mortality Table, such as the 1955 American Annuity Table and/or a
rate of interest other than 3% were adopted for gift annuity rates
and reserves, such mortality table and interest rate would become
the basis for determining the maximum rates under the New York
supervisory laws, provided such a basis produced lower maximum
rates than under the 1937 Standard Annuity Mortality Table and
interest at 3%. An assumed rate of interest materially higher than
3% might produce rates in excess of the rates calculated in accordance
with the latter table and interest assumption.
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REPORT ON THE MORTALITY EXPERIENCE STUDIES
COMPARISON OF ANNUITY RATES
Age
45
50
55
60
65
70
75

Present
Uniform
Rates
3.7%
3.9
4.2
4.5
5.0
5.5
6.3

Rates Based on Recent Mortality
3%*

31/4%

31/2%

3.6%
3.8
4.0
4.3

3.8%
4.0
4.2

4.0%
4.2
4.4
4.7

4.5
4.9
5.5
6.3

4.7
5.3
6.1

5.1
5.7
6.5

New York
Maximum
Rates**
4.0%
4.3
4.6
4.9
5.5
6.1
7.0

*Rates shown in Column (C) of SCHEDULE C of the Report on the Mortality
Experience Studies.
**Based on 1937 Standard Annuity Table, female ages, interest at 3%, 50%
residuum, semi-annual installments and with no deduction for expenses.
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in making each gift annuity organization apply for a special license
or permit.
While this second revision of the Insurance Law of New York
State was being considered, members of your Committee on Annuities
cooperated with Professor Edwin Patterson of the Columbia Law
School, who was chairman of the Revision Committee, and with the
Joint Legislative Committee and with the department staff, including
Mr. Charles C. Dubuar, in helping to write the new code.
At the Sixth Conference on Annuities on October 4th and 5th,
1939, Charles C. Dubuar, Principal Actuary of the Insurance Department of the State of New York, was present and explained its provisions and how to comply with them. A form of resolution to be used
in order to comply with the new law and to secure a permit to accept
and administer gift annuities, approved by a special meeting on October
19, 1939, was published in the minutes of the Sixth Conference.
His paper on the State Regulation of Gift Annuity Funds prepared for this Tenth Conference dealing with the experience of the
Insurance Department of New York State under the new law from
January 1, 1940, is very informative and complete when added to his
paper at the Sixth Conference in 1939. The present paper shows the
growth in the amount of assets and the number of the annuities in
force from the end of 1941 to December 31, 1958 as follows:
Total Assets
Number of
End Year Active Societies in millions
$24.3
1941
25
28.8
25
1950
36.5
24
1958

Annual
Annuities in Force
Amount
Number
$1,957,000
19,927
2,014,000
28,382

36,799

2,421,000

It also has some suggestions that are of value in improving the
record in years to come. These are:
1. There should always be equality of treatment of annuitants
purchasing contracts during the same period. No favoritism
should be shown.
2. All board minutes or correspondence having to do with general
policy matters or annuity fund operations, and complete information about the reserve data, should be in segregated
form, ready for review.
36

3. A record of the advertisements that are used should also
be available for review to see if proper terminology is used
and that it is made plain that the principal of the annuity
is an absolute and irrevocable gift.
We are much indebted to him for his generous help and regret
that he could not be with us to present it in person.
The maximum gift annuity rates that are legal in New York State
are determined by Section 45 of the Insurance Law that reads:
"Every such corporation or association shall, before making any such
agreement, file with the superintendent copies of its forms of agreements with annuitants and a schedule of its maximum annuity rates,
which shall be so computed, on the basis of the annuity standard
adopted by it for the calculation of its reserves, as to return to such
corporation or association upon the death of the annuitant a residue at
least equal to one-half the original gift or other consideration for such
annuity."

Although if your organization has a permit to issue annuity gifts
in New York, it may choose a different standard of valuation for its
reserves than that called for in Section 205.3 (a) III, the standard
chosen cannot provide lesser reserves than the minimum reserves
required by Section 205.3 (a) III "the 1937 Standard Annuity Table"
with interest at 3 percent.
Of the 24 non-profit organizations that hold gift annuity permits
in New York, Mr. Dubuar reports that on December 31, 1958 over
two-thirds of their reserves were based on the Standard Annuity Table
at 3 percent which is the present legal standard.
$14,185,562 is on the 1937 Standard Annuity Table at 3%
2,282,849 is on the 1937 Standard Annuity Table at 21/2%, ages set
back 1 year, loaded 61/2%
436,166 is on 1937 Standard Annuity Table at 21/2%, male set
back 2 years, female 3 years
655,192 is Combined Annuitants Table at 3%
2,999,095 is Combined Annuitants Table at 31/2%
611,351 is Combined Annuitants Table at 4%
1,198,359 is Original principal of gifts
1,427,112 is standards not separated but grouped
$23,795,686

Total

III. California State Regulation of Gift Annuity Funds
In my paper on "Legislation and Taxation" at the first Conference
on Gift Annuities, in 1927, I called attention to the Political Code of
the State of California that provided that "charitable, religious, benevo37

lent, or educational societies, corporations, institutions or associations (pecuniary profit not being the object or purpose) must secure
a permit or certificate of authority from the Insurance Commissioner
of the State." "On granting such a permit or certificate the Commissioner shall require that a reserve fund be established and maintained,
based on McClintock Table of Mortality among Annuitants with interest at 31/2 percent." The 1925 law as amended provided that all
those issuing gift annuities "shall file with the Insurance Commissioner
a true and complete copy of each annuity agreement, giving the value
of the property granted, the amount or amounts of annuity to be paid,
and the manner and intervals at which such payments are to be
made. Furthermore, it must show the value of the benefits granted
which shall in no case exceed by more than 15 percent the net single
premium for such benefit or benefits as determined in accordance with
the standard of valuation prescribed. Each agreement must have written on it an endorsement giving the reasonably commensurate value
in a form prescribed by the Insurance Commissioner."
The American Bible Society had maintained an office in California
for many years. Although we did not, as a general policy, solicit annuity gifts or receive money by our personal representatives for annuities in California, we decided to secure a Certificate of Authority
because at that time our legal authority in New York might have
been questioned in California. This Certificate of Authority was issued
October 19, 1925 under Section 596 of the Political Code of the
State of California and cost $10. We have since reported each three
months all the annuity gifts that we have received from residents of
California. The amounts received as these gifts come in by mail and
the agreements themselves are forwarded through the mail. Each agreement has printed on it the statement of its reasonably commensurate
value of the benefits granted as required by California law.
At the present time there are about 70 grant and annuity societies
licensed in California under Sections 11520 to 11524 of the California
Insurance Code. The valuation standard since January 1, 1950 is the
1937 Standard Annuity Table at 21/2 percent. The Insurance Commissioner has authority to prescribe other valuation standards but as
yet no action has been taken. The present law in California is as follows:
38

CALIFORNIA INSURANCE CODE SECIIONS
11520 to 11524, Inclusive
11520. The following organizations and persons may receive
transfers of property, conditioned upon their agreement to pay an
annuity to the transferor or his nominee, after obtaining from the
commissioner a certificate of authority so to do:
(a) Any charitable, religious, benevolent or educational organization, pecuniary profit not being its object or purpose, after being
in active operation for at least 10 years;
(b) Every organization or person maintaining homes for the
aged for pecuniary profit.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to organizations
subject to and operating under Chapter 3, Division 3, of the Welfare
and Institutions Code.
11521. Upon granting to such organization or person a certificate of authority to receive such transfers, the commissioner shall
require it to establish and maintain a reserve fund adequate to meet
the future payments under its outstanding annuity contracts and in
any event not less than an amount computed as follows:
(a) In case of annuities payable under agreements made prior
to January 1, 1950, in accordance with the standard of valuation based
upon McClintock's table of mortality among annuitants, with interest
assumption at 31/2 percent per annum.
(b) In the case of annuities payable under agreements made on
and after January 1, 1950, in accordance with the standard of valuation based upon the 1937 Standard Annuity Table, with interest assumption at 21/2 percent per annum, or other table of mortality derived from recent annuity experience, with interest assumption not
higher than is currently yielded on safe securities, as may be prescribed by the commissioner.
For any failure on its part to establish and maintain such reserve
fund, the commissioner shall revoke its certificate of authority.
11522. Every organization or person holding a certificate of authority to receive transfers under this chapter, shall file with the commissioner a copy of each agreement entered into between such permit
or certificate holder and the transferor.
11523. Such annuity agreement must show:
39

(a) The value of the property transferred.
(b) The amount of annuity agreed to be paid to the transferor
or his nominee.
(c) The manner in which, and the intervals at which, such annuity is to be paid.
(d) The age, in years, at or nearest the date of such agreement,
of the person during whose life the annuity is to be paid.
(e) The reasonably commensurate value, as of the date of such
agreement, of the benefits thereby created. This value shall not exceed
by more than 15 percent the net single premium for such benefits,
determined in accordance with that standard of valuation set forth
in subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 11521 which is applicable to
such agreement as the minimum standard of valuation.
11524. Except as prescribed in this chapter, such organization
or person shall be otherwise exempt from the provisions of this code
and other insurance laws of this State, except the provisions of Sections 730 to 737, Section 1011, Sections 1012 to 1044, and Sections
1056.5 to 1061. The cost and expense of examining such organization or person shall be paid as prescribed in Section 736.
IV. Replies to Questionnaire on State Legislation
Seventy-two replies were received from twenty-two different
states, the District of Columbia, and one from Canada, to the questionnaire concerning state legislation of gift annuities. One reply was
received from each state except as otherwise noted.
California (4), District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois (8),
Indiana (6), Iowa, Kentucky (3), Michigan (4), Minnesota (2),
Missouri (2), Nebraska, New Hampshire, New York (18), North Carolina (3), Ohio (5), Pennsylvania (4), Rhode Island, South Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin.

New York State seems to have the most complete and comprehensive supervision of gift annuities. California also has specific legislation dealing with gift annuities, as is shown earlier in my report.
Gift annuities are not directly mentioned or referred to except in the
insurance laws of New York and California. New York provides for
a Permit and California for a Certificate of Authority if the conditions laid down in the law are met. In other states, where there is no
positive legislation dealing with gift annuities as a group, it may be
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possible to get authority by a special act of the legislature to accept,
invest, and administer gift annuities.
Twenty-six of the replies to the questionnaire, which came from
16 different states, indicated that they considered that their organizations had special authority in their charters to accept, invest, and
administer annuity gifts. As, however, they did not give the clause,
it is not certain that gift annuities were specifically mentioned in
each charter along with the right to accept other "gifts." Six of these
26 were in New York State, but all of these now have permits from
the Superintendant of Insurance of New York State and report to
him fully each year. Evidently they did not consider that the clauses
referred to in their charters were a complete and final answer to their
needs.
The following information from the states of Illinois, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania is of interest for charitable organizations issuing gift
annuities in those states:

STATE OF ILLINOIS
WILLIAM G. STRATTON
Governor

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
JOSEPH S. GERBER
Director

SPRINGFIELD
November 18, 1959

F. VERNON ROSENTHAL
Assistant Director
JAMES W. ROSS
Chief Deputy

Mr. Gilbert Darlington
Honorary Chairman
Committee on Gift Annuities
450 Park Avenue
New York 22, New York
Dear Mr. Darlington:
I have your letter of November 13, addressed to Mr. Joseph S.
Gerber, Director of Insurance of the State of Illinois, regarding the
question of gift annuities.
We have no law on the Illinois statute regarding this question.
Consequently, I cannot give you a comprehensive answer to your communication.
Annuities provided by religious, educational and charitable organizations have been considered as not coming under the control
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of the Illinois Department of Insurance providing such organizations
do not use an insurance company as a vehicle for the distribution of
such annuities.
I do know that the statutes of some states do place the control
of such annuities under the supervision of their respective insurance
departments.
(Signed)
Very truly yours,
James W. Ross
Chief Deputy
EDWARD A. STOWELL
Superintendent of Insurance

MICHAEL V. DISALLE
Governor

STATE OF OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE
115 East Rich Street
Columbus 15
November 19, 1959

Mr. Gilbert Darlington
Honorary Chairman
Committee on Gift Annuities
450 Park Avenue
New York 22, New York
Dear Mr. Darlington:

In reply to your letter of November 13, please be advised that
Chapter 3915 of the Ohio statutes outlines the standard provisions and
standard prohibitions to be included in contracts issued by a life insurance company. However, Section 3915.02 exempts annuities from
the provisions of this chapter. Therefore, this Department has no measuring stick under which to file annuities and therefore annuities are
exempt from the supervision of this Department.
We have no copies of the Insurance Laws of Ohio available for
distribution but the same may be purchased from the W. H. Anderson
Company, 50 Main Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. The price is $7.50.
In light of the exemption outlined above, there would be no re42

securing an annuity paying the wife a like amount at her age at that
time.
Our final discussion involves the gift tax. Our law imposes upon
a donor a gift tax liability when he makes a gift in any one year in
excess of $3,000 to one person and such excess is greater than his life
time exemption of $30,000. If the donor's spouse joins him in making
the gift, the amounts are doubled. That is to say, a husband and wife
jointly, for gift tax purposes, have an annual exclusion of $6,000 and
a lifetime exemption of $60,000. However, even if the donor of a gift
to a church or charity is required to file a gift tax return (Form 709)
a deduction is allowed on that form for the gift to charity.
You may have a gift tax liability when the donor-annuitant
includes another in a Joint and Survivor annuity where the other
annuitant is a spouse or another person or where a gift annuity is
purchased by one person on the life of another. The value of the
annuity going to another is subject to the gift tax. The value of the
annuity going to the other person is again determined by comparison
with the cost of a commercial insurance of that annuity or the allocable
part.
SCHEDULE E
INCOME FROM PENSIONS AND ANNUITIES
1. Investment in contract
2. Expected return
3. Percentage of income
to be excluded (line 1
divided by line 2)

General Rule
4. Amount received this
$3400.00
4050.00
year
$225.00
5. Amount excludable (line
4 multiplied by line 3)
188.77
6. Taxable portion (excess
83.9%
of line 4 over line 5)
36.23

Figuring Tax On The Exchange Of Appreciated Property For A Gift Annuity
1. Taking the age of the single life annuitant, find the rate on the
"Uniform Gift Annuity Rates" adopted by the Conference on Gift Annuities.
There is another table for uniform joint and survivor annuities.
2. Ascertain the present fair market value of the property being transferred
for the annuity.
3. Multiply the rate of (1) by the present market value of (2) which
equals the dollar amount per year to be received by the annuitant or annuitants.
4. Ascertain the cost of a single payment annuity issued by an insurance
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GIFT ANNUITY PROMOTION AND TERMINOLOGY
MR. CHESTER A. MYROM
Executive Director, United Lutheran Church Foundation
This 1959 Conference on Gift Annuities follows in the tradition
of earlier conferences in that it is designed to give opportunity to representatives of the many gift annuity issuing agencies of the nation
to consider together matters of common concern, particularly those
of a somewhat technical nature—such as mortality experience, interest
rates, investment outlook, etc.—and their implications, if any, for
prevailing uniform gift annuity rates.
Mindful, however, that more and more agencies and institutions
are soliciting funds on the basis of gift annuity agreements, with the
likely consequence that many persons present may be attending their
first annuity conference, the program committee decided early this year
that some consideration of matters related to promotion and administration might helpfully be included in the agenda.
As a consequence of that conclusion a questionnaire was authorized. It was agreed that a compendium of prevailing patterns of practice,
experience and opinion among gift annuity issuing agencies would be
relevant, authoritative and useful. The ready willingness of nearly 60
agencies to complete the questionnaire so that the program committee's
objective might be achieved is gratefully acknowledged.
Your speaker, a relative newcomer to this fellowship, whose
privilege it has been to develop the questionnaire and to tabulate the
responses, has become aware that the questionnaire procedure is by
no means an innovation in the history of this association. To illustrate,
in the fall of 1931 the Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Annuities
of the Committee of Financial and Fiduciary Matters of the Federal
Council of the Churches of Christ in America circularized a group of
religious and charitable organizations with a questionnaire on annuities
and received better than 50 replies. One of the questions asked was:
"How long have you been receiving gifts on the annuity plan ?"
Replies indicated that the American Bible Society was the pioneer with
a gift annuity history at that time covering a period of 110 years. The
American Baptist Home Missionary Society had started writing annuity
agreements 91 years before while the others reported dates of inception
ranging from 27 to 82 years prior to 1931.
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Annuities
7. Annuities involve setting up of
reserves and complying with
state regulations, about which we
heard so lucidly this morning. It
also involves more complicated
accounting on the part of your
bookkeepers or accounting officers.
8. Annuities offer excellent gross
return at sixty and over.

Life Income Contracts
Life income contracts have no such
complexity and no regulation, so far
as I know, by any state body.

Life income contracts do better than
this for a person in a high income
bracket, if the tax-free plan is used.

advantage for an annuity is
it is well known and does
need as much explanation
publicity.

Life income contracts, on the other
hand, always leave to a donor the
evaluation of your investment policies.
Under the normal life income contract, you agree to pay out the earnings of your investment pool and, if
you do not have a smart investment
counsel and are building only a minimal income, the donor is going to be
quite critical of your achievements. A
further hazard is a concern at what
level your donor "buys into" your
investment pool.

10. Annuities currently attract wellto-do widows or retired folk as
the most likely prospects.

Life income contracts, especially the
tax-free kind, are attractive to businessmen at the crest of their incomes
and at the crest of their careers. For
many years we seldom had the opportunity of approaching a person at
the height of his career and interesting him in an annuity, because he was
too busy making money. Now, on the
other hand, many men are primarily
occupied with saving it from the tax
collector.

11. Annuities are seldom practical on
the retention of a specific asset—
for instance, a block of closely
held stock that has no ready market, or a piece of real estate that
has only limited income.

Life income contracts, on the other
hand, can be used in the nature of a
trust. For example, in my own case,
we acquired a building at an agreed
valuation of $250,000, with the understanding that we would hold it
until we could get this price for it.
During the time that we were holding,
we operated it as trustee under a trust
agreement with ourselves as trustees
for ourselves—and this is legal. We
collected the net rental from the
property and paid it to the donor, and
all this was completely subject to income tax. Then, when we sold the
property for $250,000, we put it into

9. The
that
not
and
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MINUTES

TENTH CONFERENCE ON GIFT ANNUITIES
Hotel Park-Sheraton, New York City
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 1-2, 1959
Mr. Charles W. Baas, Chairman of the Committee on Gift Annuities, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Lt. Col. L. M. Sehl,
Secretary, Legacy, Legal and Annuity Department, The Salvation Army,
pronounced the invocation.
Chairman Baas then made an introductory statement in which
extended
official as well as personal greetings and welcome to the
he
delegates to the Conference. He briefly enumerated the highlights of
the program that had been prepared and briefly sketched the history
of the Committee on Gift Annuities.
Mr. Baas then announced that at its meeting on November 24,
1959 the Committee on Gift Annuities had accepted the resignation
of three persons from the Committee, for reasons of retirement or
changed professional situation, and had elected three others to replace
them. Those who had resigned were Dr. H. Burnham Kirkland,
Former Treasurer, Division of World Missions of The Methodist
Church; The Reverend H. Spenser Minnich, Former Director of Special Gifts, General Brotherhood Board, Church of the Brethren; and
Dr. Frank J. Scribner, General Secretary, Retired, Congregational
Christian Pension Boards.
Elected to replace them were the following persons, who were
present and were introduced: Dr. Ashton A. Almand, Treasurer, Division of World Missions of The Methodist Church; Dr. William
Kincaid Newman, General Secretary, Annuity Fund for Congregational Ministers; and Mr. Harl Russell, Director of Special Gifts,
Church of the Brethren.
It was announced also that Chester A. Myrom, Executive Director of the United Lutheran Church Foundation, had been named to
fill the position of Secretary, formerly held by Dr. Kirkland. It was
stated that Mr. Myrom had also been named Secretary for the Conference.
Chairman Baas then presented the suggested names for a Resolutions Committee. These were unanimously approved by the Confer86

ence. They were the following: Chairman, George W. Renneisen,
Board of Christian Education of the United Presbyterian Church in
the U.S.A.; Robert Greiner, General Brotherhood Board of the
Church of the Brethren; Allen F. Hawley, Vice President, Pomona
College; Alf W. Jorgenson, Abiding Memorial Foundation, Evangelical Lutheran Church; George A. Huggins, Huggins and Company;
T. K. Thompson, Executive Director of the Joint Department of Stewardship and Benevolence, National Council of Churches of Christ in
the U.S.A.; Chester A. Myrom, Executive Director, United Lutheran
Church Foundation; and Charles W. Baas, Treasurer, American Bible
Society, Ex Officio.
The program of the Conference got under way at 10:30 a.m.
when Dr. George A. Huggins, Consulting Actuary, was called upon
to present his preliminary statement concerning the comprehensive
actuarial study which he and his staff had been commissioned to undertake. His presentation appears in full elsewhere in this volume, under
the title "Report of Actuary on the Mortality Experience Studies".
Dr. John Harriman, Economist Tri-Continental Corporation—Professor of Finance, Graduate School of Business Administration, New
York University, then addressed the Conference on the subject "Interest Rates and Investment Outlook".
At 12:00 noon the Conference recessed for luncheon. A feature
of the luncheon period was the "surprise" recognition of and tribute
to Dr. Gilbert Darlington, former Chairman of the Committee on
Gift Annuities. Dr. Huggins presided over this brief and pleasant
interlude. He spoke with appreciation for Dr. Darlington's many years
of service as Chairman of the Committee on Gift Annuities and as
Treasurer of the American Bible Society.
Other speakers paying tribute to the guest of honor were Dr. John
Harriman, who in his remarks said "I am a neophyte member of the
Finance Committee of the American Bible Society. May I confess to
you that I didn't lcnow until a short time ago that Dr. Darlington had
'retired.' I had been observing him at work at a pace to outstrip most
of us".
Chairman Baas then presented Dr. Darlington with an attractive
silver tray which had been suitably inscribed for the occasion.
At 2:15 p.m. the afternoon session began with a continuation of
Dr. Huggins' report. There was extended discussion of the implica87

previously distributed to the registrants. This latter statement as well
as that of Dr. Darlington appear elsewhere in this volume.
Chairman Baas then introduced Mr. Sydney Prerau, Director,
J. K. Lasser Tax Institute, who addressed the convention on the subject
"Taxation of Gift Annuities". His address is included elsewhere.
The concluding presentation of the morning was given by Mr.
Chester A. Myrom, Executive Director of the United Lutheran Church
Foundation, who presented a paper on the subject "Gift Annuity
Promotion and Terminology". In it he reported on the responses received to a questionnaire, authorized and distributed earlier by the
Committee on Gift Annuities, which inquired into prevailing practices,
experience and opinion of gift annuity issuing agencies and institutions.
Sixty-one responses had been received. The full text of his report also
appears elsewhere in this volume.
Dr. Huggins then called for the floor and spoke briefly, commending the Conference for its action on the annuity rate structure.
The Conference recessed for luncheon at 12:00 noon. Since there
was to be no formal program in connection with it, Chairman Baas
announced that the final session would begin fifteen minutes earlier than
had been previously announced.
The feature presentation at the outset of the afternoon session
was a "Comparison of Gift Annuities With Life Income and Other
Agreements" presented by Dr. Roland C. Matthies, Vice President and
Treasurer of Wittenberg University. The text of his address appears
elsewhere.
The Rev. T. K. Thompson, Executive Director of Stewardship and
Benevolence, National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.
was then introduced as moderator of a question and answer period.
Some forty different questions had been submitted through the response
to the questionnaire as well as in writing during the Conference.
These were directed to a panel of "experts". This proved to be a helpful and stimulating period. Members of the panel were Mr. Baas, Dr.
Darlington, Dr. Huggins, Mr. Prerau, Mr. Myrom and Dr. Matthies,
together with Dr. J. Homer Magee, Council on World Service and
Finance, The Methodist Church, Mr. John Rosengrant, Commission on
Ecumenical Missions and Relations, The United Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A., and Col. G. Blair Abrams, Salvation Army (retired),
now with the United Presbyterian Foundation.
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2. the payments on account of this gift annuity agreement be referred
to as "Annuity Payments";
3. in speaking of, promoting or advertising gift annuity agreements such
terminology as "bonds", "interest", "principal" which apply to
other forms of agreements, should be carefully avoided.
VIII. Be It Resolved that the Conference asks the Committee on Gift

IX.
X.

XI.

XII.

XIII.

XIV.

Annuities to give consideration to the possibility of preparing a
booklet which would enable institutions to readily compute the
tax implications of an annuity gift.
Be It Resolved that the Committee on Gift Annuities prepare
a recommended form of a gift annuity agreement.
Be It Resolved that the Conference directs the Committee on
Gift Annuities to request the Internal Revenue Service to review
its practice of valuing gift annuities on an assumed interest
rate of two percent.
Be It Resolved that the Tenth Conference on Gift Annuities
urges and encourages all organizations issuing gift annuity
agreements to give consideration to the adoption of the Uniform
Gift Annuity Rates as a maximum.
Be It Resolved that the Tenth Conference on Gift Annuities
held in New York December 1 and 2, 1959, representing 153 religious, educational, charitable, and character-forming agencies
from 26 states of the United States directs the Committee on
Gift Annuities to bring to the attention of the Superintendent of
Insurance and/or other authorities of any states where new
legislation or rulings affecting Gift Annuities are planned or
taking place, the importance of differentiating clearly between
(1) inunediate single premium gift annuities, and (2) group
annuities and/or annuity options included as supplementary
agreements in life insurance policies.
Be It Resolved that this Tenth Conference on Gift Annuities
approves the further study of the desirability of using Uniform
Annuity Rates for gift annuities based on the combined mortality experience of many of its own members.
Be It Resolved that the Tenth Conference on Gift Annuities
also requests its members to keep the Committee on Gift Annuities informed of any proposed or actual rulings or legislation
that will affect gift annuities, including Income, Gift or Estate
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Organization
Presbyterian Church in the U. S.—Board of
World Missions, Nashville, Tenn.
Presbyterian Foundation, Inc. (U. S.), Charlotte, North Carolina
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton,
N. J.
Protestant Episcopal Theological Seminary in
Virginia, Alexandria, Virginia
Providence-Barrington Bible College, Providence, Rhode Island
Reformed Church—Board of Pensions, New
York City
Rochester Methodist Hospital, Rochester,
Minn.
Saint Olaf College, Northfield, Minn.
Salvation Army, New York City

Seventh-Day Adventists — General Conference, Washington, D. C.
Shanesy, Hobbs and Ball, Evanston, Ill.
Society for the Propagation of The Faith,
New York City
South Dakota Methodist Foundation, Huron,
S. D.
Southern Baptist Convention — Relief and
Annuity Board, Dallas, Texas
Southern Baptist Foundation, Nashville,
Tenn.
Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
Southern California Baptist Convention, Los
Angeles, Calif.
Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken,
N. J.

Represented by
Mr. Curry B. Hearn
Dr. J. R. Cunningham
Dr. Joseph MacCarroll
Rev. John N. McCormick
Mr. Edwin C. Halter
Mr. Charles D. Peters
Dr. Gerard R. Gnade
Rev. Raymond B. Spurlock
Mr. Virgil T. Foss
Lt. Col. Lulu Sehl
Major Frank Moody
Mr. J. W. Winter
Mr. William E. Phillips
Mr. Ralph K. Ball
Mr. James A. Cousins
Rev. Byron A. Davis
Dr. R. Alton Reed
Dr. L. T. Daniel
Dr. Floyd B. Chaffin
Mr. Fred W. Noe
Dr. J. W. Storer
Mr. James C. Austin
Mr. Carl E. Jensen
Mr. Edward B. Stearns, Jr.

Texas Presbyterian Foundation, Dallas, Texas
Tri-Continental Corporation, New York City

Mr. Hubert Hopper
Dr. John W. Harriman

Union Theological Seminary in Virginia,
Richmond, Va.
United Christian Missionary Society, Indianapolis, Ind.

Mr. M. W. Norfleet, Jr.
Mr. Walter Cardwell
Mr. L. O. White
Mr. H. L. Arnup

United Church of Canada, Toronto, Canada
United Lutheran Church in America, New
York City
United Lutheran Church Foundation, New
York City

Mr. Carl A. Warden
Mr. Chester A. Myrom
Miss Diane Schilke

United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.—
Board of Christian Education, Philadelphia, Pa,

Mr. G. W. Renneisen
Mr. P. H. Hazlett

98

CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON
GIFT ANNUITIES
Article 1
The Committee on Gift Annuities,'hereinafter referred to as the
Committee, shall continue the activities of the Committee on Annuities organized in 1927 as a Sub-Committee on Annuities of the
Committee on Financial and Fiduciary Matters of the Federal Council
of the Churches of Christ in America.
The Committee shall study and recommend the proper range of
rates, the form of contracts, the amount and type of reserve funds,
and the nomenclature to be used in describing, advertising and issuing
gift annuities.
The Committee shall ascertain and report as to legislation in the
United States and in the various states regarding gift annuities, their
taxability, et cetera.
The Committee shall call a conference on Gift Annuities at least
once each four years and invite those who contribute to its activities
to attend.
Article II
The membership of the Committee shall consist of not more than
twenty-five persons. These members shall be chosen by a majority
vote of the Committee from important religious, educational, charitable and other organizations, issuing and experienced in gift annuities. In electing members to the Committee, the Committee shall
secure nominations from the group from which the proposed member is to be selected, but such member is not the agent of the group
from which he comes, nor does he bind his group by any decisions
reached by the Committee.
As a general rule, only one representative shall be selected from
each group, unless for special reasons an additional member is selected
by the Committee.
Article III
In order to finance its activities and its research in actuarial,
financial, and legal matters, and the publication and dissemination of
information so obtained, the Committee will collect registration fees
from those who attend its Conferences and annual or periodic fees
from those who make use of its findings and services. It will request
100
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gifts from those groups that cooperate with it to cover the expenses
of its various activities; the amount that it requests to be decided by
the Committee. The Committee will also sell its printed gift annuity
material to pay for its out.,of-pocket expenses.
Article IV
This constitution may be changed, provided the proposed changes
are presented at one meeting of the Committee and voted upon at
the next meeting. Any proposed changes shall be mailed to every
member of the Committee, prior to the meeting on which it shall be
voted upon and approval by two-thirds of the members present and
voting shall be necessary for final approval.
Article V
The Committee will cooperate with the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America, but it is entirely
free to draw its members from other groups who are not members
of the National Council.
BY-LAWS
COMMITTEE ON GIFT ANNUITIES
I. The Officers shall be a Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer,
Secretary, Assistant Treasurer and Assistant Secretary, who shall
be elected at the organizational meeting and thereafter annually
at the first meeting held after January 1st of each year and
shall serve without compensation. A vote of a majority of those
present will elect.
II. Vacancies in the offices of the Committee shall be filled by the
Committee at any meeting. A vote of a majority of those present
will elect.
III. The Chairman, Vice Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant
Treasurer and Assistant Secretary of the Committee shall fulfill
the usual duties of those offices during their term of office. The
Treasurer shall keep the accounts, and the Secretary shall keep
the Minutes of the meetings of the Committee and each shall
perform such other duties as may be assigned them by the
Chairman or the Committee.
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